
April 3, IQYA

SENATOR WALDRON: Nr. President, I move the adoytion of
the committee amendments. Nr. President, membexs of the
Legislature. The committee amendments actually become
the bill and the committee amendments strike all sections
of the bill except Section 10. So if everyone is following
this, will refer to Section 10 of the committee b111 ox of
LBSS3, they will see what the bill contains at the yresent
time. The committee struck all reference to the September
primary because there was no way we could get it into
opezation this pear hoying that future legislatures will
take up this problem and solve our long elect1on period.
But we did retain the part of allowing a votex' to choose
either ballot ox the ballot of his choice at the time he
arrives at Che polls and has made that offer by those
people woxking at the polling ylace. That 1s the only
thing this bill conta1ns now is that you can choose the
party's ballot of pour cho1ce when pou arrive at the yoll.
Let me sap something to those people who think this will
destroy the present system. Only a short seven Pears ago,
the State of Nebraska, in Western Nebzaska, had this type
of law and it's only been since I' ve been in the Legis­
lature and this has been over my negat1ve vote that we have
adoyted a yxocedure that requires people to register in the
State of Nebraska and registex in the party of the1x choice.
If this Legislature wants to do something besides yass
fancy sounding campaign reform laws, campaign reporting
laws and one thing like that, you really want to do some­
thing to clean uy politics, take the backroom polit1cs
out of it, take the minority candidates, the backxoom
organization and make sure the small minoxitp control pour
election, you w1ll pass this hill. This bill lets a yerson
chose the ballot of his choice, that is, he 's not going to
necessarily choose the party Chat he has allegiance to.
He's going to choose the y~y that has the best candidate.
And that's what we should be aitex in our election. We
should be choosing those yeople who have the highest
qualifications. Those people who will represent the
~o ritp of the public and that's what this bill will allow
us to do. Some yeople sap it will destroy the party system
in the State oi Nebraska. Well, let me assure you the
party system was as strong before we had our yresent system,
six pears ago, as it is today. So I think you can see that
isn't true. Also, you let a yerson choose a ballot of his
choice. You will find that the public ox the parties will
have to woxk harder to retain their membership. That is,
they're going to have to sell their program to peoyle on
a continuing basis rather than sap, listen, party membexs,
we offer Sou Chese can414ates. Now Sou choose from one of
them. What they' re going to have to do, they' re going to
sap....the parties are going to sap, we' re going to have to
woxk right up to the day of election to get pour vote and
that is going to make them wozk harder. That is, and then
if it's shown that there's cox'ruption in one party, instead
of being locked into a partp, a person wants to choose another
party, when he goes to the polls, he will be able to do that.
That 1s impossible at the present time in the State of
Nebraska. That is whP the Miscellaneous Sub)sets Comm1ttee
voted and not unanimously, I might add, but voted that we
should give the people of the State of Nebzaska the right
to choose the candidate of the1r choice xegardless of the
ballot on which his name might appeax. So I ask you to look
at this from a democrat1c point of view. And advance this
bill to E A R fox Review. This is one thing that will clean
up politics. If we had Chic at the national level and everp
state, we wouldrtt have the corruption you find 1n a party.
You only find corruption when a small grouy of yeople can


